The PREACHING or SELF exploded, 


4 


w PREACHING or CHRIST explained 


e and enforced. | „ 
vy DAVID SOMMERVAIL © 


* bo 
4 


1 

LY 
Aa 
7 
* 


FTI TH x 1 
PREACHING or SELF exploded, 2 
: „ un THE. * i be I 
; PREACHING or CHRIST explain Þþ 
5 d and enforced: ö 


IP ul. ulld. oe I 
8 E R M 0 N 


DELIVERED, 1 
; at © PAISLEY, March 120, £7906 Np 1 | 
FED: Rn 
1 By DAVID SOMMERVAIL, Miniſter I 
1 1 1 — the e at STRATHAVEN, —— 


4 28 and horrible Thing is comnlined' is: the Land: ; * 
2 propheſy falſely, and the Priejts bear rule by their ' |} 
1 5 Means, and my People love to have it ſo; and what will ye do 7 
_ in the End 3 30, K. I 
= And I heard another Voice from Heaven, e Come out of ber, 
my People, that ye be not Partaker of her Sins, and that ye re= | 
ceive not of her Plagues : For her Sins have reached unto Hen - 
| ven, and God hath remenbred her Iniguities, Rev, xviii. 4 : 5 
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HI 8 diſcourſe Was 4 on a day f bumilia- 
tion, obſerved by the miniſters and ether members 9 * 
the aſſociate. presbytery of Glaſymw,. at Paiſley ; which 
humiliation day was unanimouſly agreed upon by then, 
at 4 meeting immediately preceding. ; <uhen I was aps 
pointed. by the presbytery t 2 a ſerman for the a. 
| bove occaſion. Accordingly this diſcourſe was prepared 
far, aud delivered. at, that time. In ſtudying, T 
had nat the remate/? intention 0 Fe publiſhing. it, this 6 h.. 


who: Nau it, expre ag aber ſentiments of of it fo, as | 
juding it might. be of ſervice to the public. With this 


1 ole cee it Fer from me—If, through the divine bleſs 


ing, this end be gained, I defire through grace to give 


In confequence of ſome, | 


him all the glory, who holds the feven /tars in his right  - 


Band. Though I am very far from pleading the mes 
rit of the diſcourſe, the preſent. mournful and 1 1 a © 


: hate of religion, in this land, among. both miniſters. and 


People, preſents but ioo good an apology for the publica 


tion. It is 6bwious ts every ene poſſeſſed of the ſinalle/s WM 


degree of ſpiritual and ſerious diſcernment, and net al. 
together infatuated and hardened, that this land, once 
 femons for religion and reformation, and ſo the Joy of 
all the churches, is now at this period as far ſunk ints 
apgſtacy and impicty, both in profeſſion and practice. I 
Have been long of the mind, as well as others, that ma- 
ny of thoſe who are, by name and office, the public teach- 
ers of religion, in this land, have a very deep ard atro- 
cious hand in actively contributing to the ruin of its in- 
tere/ts, among other ways, by a long and unrelenting. 


ſeries of ke and tyranny, in preſſing and intrud- 
ing pow ft 


OR 9 God L_ might and TY. a je 2 | 


His word, and the 


— I 


| 0 i ) 


F F of corrupt, noughty and time-ſerving men. The wick- 


edneſe and baleful effetts of this conduct, openly and a- 


vowedly managed againſt Chriſt, the expreſs rich of 
Frits intereſts of his church, ls. 


here in ſome meaſure delineated ;-—that ſuch men may in 


time be convinced of their hoſtilities againſt heaven, that 


the ſecure may be awakened, the deluded undeceived, 


- the blindfolded delivered ; that "thoſe that are hugging | 


their chains, and in love with their bondage, may be 


E 


= en my grace x 8 the att 0 ire . 


made ſenſible of the worth and value of their precious 


rights and liberties ; and ina word ,—that all may ſee, 


who will ſee, the pernicious and ſoul-murdering tenden- 
24-4 of that impious and furious courſe that fill prevails. 
If this diſcourſe, however defective, 2 bein/trumental in 
the Lard's hand in opening the eyes of any, and conducting 
them in their religious exerciſe and profe, ion to glori ous 
Chrift, to his word and to pure ordinances, and in that 
2vay be made faithful for him, to themſelves, and to a 


ring generation, much is gained, and let them bleſs the 


Lord. And if, after all that perſons read here and 
_ Elſewhere about ſin and duty, they remain indifferent, 
_ hardened, and fecure, minding their .own things, and 


nit the thingt that are Chriſt s, they will have them- 
þ 7 elbe to blame, they have got warning. That the 
Lord's voice, which breaketh the cedars in Lebanon, 


may awaken Neepy hearts, and enliven deg _ Is, | 


5 D. 8. 
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Tao 2 Conmmuans' IV. 5. 


— PREACH NOT OURSELVES, BUT Canisr 
en THE LORD. 
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ty Reverend Fathers and Brethren, 1 n 


M ONG the many names and deſignations 

given to the 1 in the ſacred 
oracles, that of ambaſſador is one, ſays Paul to the 
Corinthians, —We are ambaſſadors for Chriſt. You 


know it is the concern and ambition of an ambaſ- | 


| ſador, to celebrate and highly commend his belov- | 
ed prince; ſo it is the earneſt concern, and holy 
ambition, of all the true and faithful minifters of the | 
- goſpel, to trumpet forth the tranſcendent glories, 
and matchleſs excellencies of their princely Lord and 
Maſter, according to the certain, but ſelf-denied de- 
claration of his extraordinary miniſters in the words 
of our text, We preach not On eros. but Cory rift 
Feſus the Lord. 

Without ſpending time on the general nature of 
this epiſtle, or in giving the critical analyſis of the 
preceding context, we may notice in the firſt verſe 
what Paul ſays of their miniſtry, Seeing we have this 
miniſtry : The meaning is not, that they took of 
5 2 this miniſtry to chemſelves ; no, they did 

not torce or intrude themſelves into the office of the 
_ holy miniſtry; nor auere th, 


— 
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Juence. of a divine and immediate call Leak their ſo- 
gn Eord and Maſter:= 


2 
Eave received mercy ; as they were appointed unto the 
| very arduous and difficult work of preaching up a cru- 
Nigel Chriſt, and preaching down pagan idolatry, 
due proportion of ſtrength from Him that ſends none 
a warfare on their own charges. And in conſe- 


quence of their being well qualified for their work, 


however onerous it Was, they did not ſuccumb un- 


der it, We faint not. q. d.. However the oppoſition 
ec we meet with 4 men and devils be very great 
te and formidable, and ſuch as flefh and blood in 
| ce themſelves could never withſtand, yet our Lord 
F< and King is ſo kind to us, that he gives us all ne- 
ceſſary and promiſed light and direction, ſtrength 
& and ſupport, for the whole and every part of, dur 
| < work, and hence it is we neither faint nor fail.“ 
It it ealy to ſwim when the head is ſupported, it is 


eaſy to walk when ſtrength is afforded ; thus the 


| ſtrength to ſtrength. unweariedly. 
F From the ſecond verſe of this chapter, it He 
j | appear; that ſome violent enemies to Chriſtianity had 


| traducing and reproaching both the office and doc- 
| trine of the holy apoſtles, and eſpecially. their man- 
ner of handling and ſetting forth the important and 
F intereſting, truths of the goſpel; from which the 


. lively; in which defence he gives them to know, 


ad. dark hints, like cunning and crafty heretics, 


Put came meekly and peaceably into it, in conſe- 


Notice alſo their fur- 
niture — — their work ſet forth in theſe words, As we 


they ſtood in need af, and were furniſhed with a 


odly Iſraelites of old, in marching up totheir ſolemn, 
$ at. Jeruſalem from diſtant corners, went from 


rained every nerve and exerted every effort, in 


apoſtle takes occaſion honeſtly to declare the naked 
truth, with reference to that wherein they were im- 
8 peached;—inthe way of ſetting forth his own conduct, 
: and that of his fellow-apoſtles,, both. negatively and, | 


row they were not practitioners in double meaning 


1 the Preaching of Chri ip — I 


| ho had their own. purpoſes to ſerve, but came 
fairly forth from behind the .curtain, and exhibited 
the truths of God to men in the greateſt ſimplicity 
plainneſs, and perſpicuity, and in that way com- 
mended themſelves to every man's conſcience in th 
ſight of God. This is true popularity indeed, ever; 
othe : ſpecies af it is deluſory, falſe, and finking.— 
They delivered nothing in their ſermons, btit wharf 
they firmly believed to be the truth, under the ex- 
preſs deſign, that the conſciences of their hearers 
might be convinced and informed, and ſo judge and 
anſwer for themſelves at the judgment of the 
day, when miniſters for their preaching, and people 
for their hearing, are to count and reckon to the Jul 
and omniſcient Judge of all the earth. 
As we apprehend that the ſecond verſe, and the 
fifth, where our text lies, are more immediately 
TH connected, ve {hall ſuperſede any formal conſidera- 
tion at this time, of the third and fourth verſes, and 
come to the words themſelves ; in which the apoſtles 
give us a demonſtrative proof of their Mlainnels, in- 
genuity, and uprightneſs, in their manner of preach- 
ing the glorious goſpel: Say they, We preach na 
_ ourſelves, but Chrif FJeſus ek Lord. In which words 
we have the grand ſubje&-matter of goſpel preach- 
ing, both negatively and pofitively expreſſed. We 
1. You have it zegatively exprefled ;—e preach 
not ourſelves. 2, d. Whatever falſe imputations 
< and injurious inſinuations are levelled againſt us, 


5 eve honeſtly declare and can appeal it, due preach 


40 not our/etves : We neither preach from ſelfiſh prin- 
0 ciples, nor by felfiſh motives, nor to ſelfiſh. ends. 

„Self is neither the beginning, end or middle of our 
* ſervices; ſelf is neither the ſource. from which our 


c ſermons proceed, nor the end to which they are 


Dich theſe, that have ** 


&. directed; {elf is neither the introduction, doctrine, 
© nor application of our diſcourſes, nor any part of 
< their deſign. That may be, and is, * ane 
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| <c 3 purpoſes to gain; but this is what we 
c utterly and eternally diſclaim and difavow, as in- 
hy tirely incompatible with the great end and defign 
Ne of our facred office, which was appropriated, and 
We wherewith we are inveſted for” another and” more 
ee glorious 1 | 
2. We have the ſublime ſubject of Locptl Prebl 


} Kine” declare 4 7 ofetively, — preach Giri it Feſus the 
Lord The apoſtles. were Chriſt's ſervants, and fo 


baſſadors, and fo preached him up as their Lord and 
King; they were his apoſtles, and fo preached up 
in, by whom they were called, qualified, ordained 
and ſent; This was the great end and deſign of their 
divine office and facred commiſſion, to publiſh their 
$! Maſter to the world, as the true Meſſiah, the Chriſt 
of God, the Saviour of Men, —A crucified Chrift 
was the all and all of their ſermons, the Alpba and 
[ Omega of their diſcourſes ; they came forth, in his 
name, with the meſſage of ſalvation to loſt finners ; WM 
chey appeared with the olive branch of peace in their 
WW mouths to condemned rebels; they came forth with 
| the goſpel treaſure in their hands, to diſpenſe and 
give away to infolvent debtors ; they preached a 
Whole Chriſt, fully, freely, earneſtly, and particu- 
We larly, to finners wholly loſt in ſin, drenched in ini- 
E quity, and finking under the weight of the law's 
curſe.— To preach Chriſt, is to explain, illuſtrate, 
and miniſterially apply, the doctrines of the croſs of 
Chrift, and the benefits of the new covenant to poor 
periſhing ſouls, by theſe lawfully called, duely qua- 
Hed, and regularly ordained to that divine office. 
For the Nickel proſecution of this lubject, we 
| Pe to obſerve the following method. 
I. To ſpeak of men preaching themſelves. 
II. Of rminiſters of the goſpel preaching Chriſt. 
III. Subjoin ſome practical improvement of the 
| _ All * divine aſſiſtance N adminiſ- 
tre 
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preached up their Maſter; they were Chriſt's am- 
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4 ? 


I. The firſt head of diſcourſe, according to the na- 
tural order of the text, is, to ſpeak of men preach- 
ing themſelves. Here we ſhall ſpecify ſome of the 
various ways in which men, under the character of 
miniſters, preach themſelves, and not Chriſt.— I 
| hope I will not be miſunderſtood by any of the au- 
S ; AF whether miniſters or private Chriſtians, as if 

LI entertained a ſuſpicion of any of my fathers or bre- 
thren, in this court, being culpable in this reſpect a- 
bove what is :ncidettt to human weakneſs, in this | 
ſinful and imperfe& ſtate. My reaſon for proſecut- 


ing this head of diſcourſe is, not only becauſe the | 


text affords an obvious foundation for it, but alſo | 
becauſe that of ſelf-preaching much obtains in our 
day, a practice which the apoſtles of our Lord did 
ſo. much diſclaim, deteſt and abhor ; at the ſame 4 
time it is a practice which the beſt are liable unto. oY 
If the queſtion then ſhould be, When may it be | 
ſaid that men preach themſelves ? Anſ. : 
1. When they preach at their own hand, or by | 
their own authority, without being regularly called, 
or lawfully ordained to the divine office of the mi- 
niſtry. This was by no means the" caſe with regard 
to him, that was the greateſt preacher that ever ſet 
up a head in this lower world, who taught as never 
man taught, and who is now the prime miniſter of 
the upper ſanctuary and true tabernacle. He took 


not this official honour upon himſelf, but was called 


of God as was Aaron ;—he glori fed not himſelf to 
be made an high prieſt * ;—he brought his creden- 
tials from the far country with him, which were con- 
firmed once and again, by a diſtinct and an audible 
voice from the excellent glory, in theſe words, This 
is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed, which 
voice was iflued through the clouds both at his bap- 
tiſm and transfiguration on the mount f. Neither 
was this the date with * to His eee they 
B 


conti- 
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ä continued toiling at their nets, till they were imme - 


| dately called by him that had full power and autho- 


| rity, ſaying, Follow me, and 1 will make you fiſhers of 
men. In conſequence of their being thus called, 


they. were, by the ſame authority, ordained to the 


more extenſive exerciſe of their office in that com- 


miſſion which they obtained (after our Lord's reſur- 


| rection) in theſe words, Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, haptixing them x. For as they had from him 


an immediate call and divine inſpiration, fo alſo an 
univerſal commiſſion ; which badges of - apoſtleſhip 
ceaſed with themſelves, the great ends thereof being 


gained, - the divine eſtabliſhment of chriſtianity, and 
che completion of the canon of ſcripture. 


Neither is it the caſe with reſpect to the true and 


faithful miniſters of Chriſt in our day; 42 are re- 


| gularly called- by the choice and election of the Chriſ- 


| tian people, which right and privilege Chriſt our 


glorious King has diſponed and bequeathed unto his 
| profeſling people, in the charter of the kingdom, I 
mean tlie holy ſcriptures, as ſhall; be afterwards in- 


| ſtructed : And being thus called in a goſpel manner 


by the Chriſtian people (of whoſe ſouls they have 
the overſight, and to whom belongs the ſole and ex- 


eluſive right of election) they are orderly ordained 


by the preſbytery, conſtituted in the name of the 


Lord Jeſus, as Paul writes to Timothy +, Neglect not 


ide gift that is in"thee, which wwas given thee by propht- 
ey, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. 


Still the queſtion recurs, who are theſe that preach | 


| at their own hand, or by their own authority? We 


| anſwer, Such as intrude themſelves, or are intruded 


by others, into the holy office of the miniſtry, by the 
mere dint of eecleſiaſtie violence and church autho- 


rity ſorewed up to an antichriſtian pitch, in conſe- 
mce of the expectant's obtaining a preſentation to 


the legel benefice, by intereſt, moyen, or fervent 


8 Such 2 have no "ou call from 


the 


* 
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—— 
W » 4 


- —_ 
— 
_ 
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the Chriſtian people (that they never expect), but 


 inftead of that a goſpel denial and a flat refuſal. And 
though they 3 ordination from a preſbytery, the 
bulk of whom are of the ſame picture with them. 


ſelves, yet that ordination cannot be to the paſtoral 
charge, but to the lucrative living. For a paſtoral 


relation cannot commence between one, in the cha- 


racer of a miniſter and a Chriſtian congregation, 


without a free voluntary goſpel-call on their fide; 
this paſtoral relation can NEVER take place, accor- 
ding to the rules of the goſpel, when the goſpel- cal 


is a-wanting and abſolutely refuſed. You all know, 


that one coming into the houſe of commons as com- 


miſſioner for a certain county, who had only three 


inſtead of three hundred votes, would juſtly be ex- 


pelled and hiſſed out of the houſe, as wanting autho- 
rity for that commiſſion, and as coming at his own 
hand; ſo, cqually little authority for preaching 


and diſpenſing the ſeals of Gad's covenant, have 


thefe hirelings, that come not in by the door of po- 


Pular election, but climb up ſome other way: See 


fuch deſcribed in the goſpel according to John *, by 


one that does nat exaggerate matters, the Amen, the 


faithful and true witneſs. Such perſons have no call 


from the people, and how can they have any call 


from Chriſt, ſince his call now is not to be known 


but as exprefled by their ele&tian. Thus it is plain, 
they have no authority according to the ſcriptures3 | 


ſo they preach by their own authority: For ordina- 
tion of the preſbytery in ordinary caſes, without the 


clection of the people, is only an empty deſignation. 


I had forgot one thing, it inſures them in the bene- 


fice, the great object of their ambition. I heartily 


accord with the reformed church of Scotland, Who 
tells us, in her books of diſcipline, that ordinary vo- 


cation to the miniſtry conſiſts in election, examina- 


tion, and admiſſion, viz. the election of the people, 


| : and the examination and admiſſion by the preſbytery. 


1 
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N Allo, for the farther illuſtration of the above parti- 
"cular, it is to be obſerved, that theſe of the ſeQtarian 
way belong to the claſs of ſuch as preach at their 
own hand, and fo preach themſelves I mean illite- 
rate, unqualified men, leaping. at once from their 
ſervile employments into the office of the holy mi- 
niſtry, and arrogating the power of preaching and 
diſpenſing the ſeals of the covenant. In their de- 
fence they plead, that though they want a regular = 


courſe of education, ſo did the apoſtles. But in an- 


wer to this, the apoſtles were immediately called by 
Chriſt, as well as extraordinarily inſpired by his ſpi- 
rit, which they dare not pretend to; alſo by the ex- 
traordinary effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt at Pentecoſt 
they were taught to ſpeak and preach in all languag- 


es; what we get by ſeveral years hard Andy: they 5 


got, and much more, in one d | 
They plead alſo that their preachers are ordained 
by the church as a collective body. But to this we 
reply, that their church, or as they ſtile themſelves, 
the community of the faithful, (a high title indeed) 


cannot convey or communicate what they never poſ- 


ſeſſed; how can they convey office- power to ano- 


| ther, when they never obtained it themſelves ; that 
| which a perſon has not he cannot give away ﬀ>— 
But the community above never had or received this, 
of conſequence he, called by them the lay-preacher, 
is clothed with no ſuch office. Their conveyance of 
power to him to preach, and his exercifing that pre- 
tended power, may pleaſe themſelves, and him, who 
is ſo fond to exhort, but at the beſt it is juſt a ſolemn 
farce. I remember that king Uzziah, for, at his own 
| hand, intromitting with the prieſtly office, was {mote _ 
on the forehead with a leproſy till the day of his 
death, and cut off from the houſe of the Lord. One 
would think, that ſuch a beacon of divine diſpleaſure 
as this might deter ſuch perſons from breaking thro? 
divine limits. The times have been in the church of 
Chriſt, when ſuch” religious adventurers, initead of 
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being countenanced by any, would have been hiſſed 


and avoided by all. But when the evening ſhades 
ſtretch themſelves, beaſts of prey ſkulk abroad *. 
2. Men preach themſelves who preach for ap- 
plauſe, and to diſplay their own talents ; when 
they preach to diſplay their eloquence, or fine 
and graceful ſpeaking, and to diſplay their oratory |} 
or fluency of language; and when they preach to 
_ diſplay their dexterity in compoſition ;——ſ/hewing 
how they can preſerye a ſteadineſs of purpoſe, a fix- | 
edneſs of deſign, and a coheſion of parts through the 
whole. When they preach to ſhow their warmth of 
| addreſs ;-—how they can engage the attention, move | 
the hearts, and inflame the paſſions of their hearers. | 
When they preach in the expectation, and with the 
_ deſign, of being admired and celebrated, for their pro- 
found and extenſive knowledge of divine truths, not 
ſo much with the deſign of unfolding and illuſtratin 
divine doctrines, as to manifeſt and diſcover their 
. acquaintance therewith. Whoever have theſe, or any 
one of them, for their ends in preaching, preach 
not Chriſt, but themſelves. Have they eloquence ? 
have they oratory ? have they a vehemence of ad- 
dreſs? have they talents for compoſition ? or have 
they deep, penetrating, and piercing views of the 
myſterics of the kingdom of heaven? If fo, they 
thould remember theſe levelling queſtions, propoſed 


by an eminent apoſtle, Who maketh thee to dier 


from another? And what haſt thou that thou didſi not 
receive? Now if thou didit receive it, «vhy. doſt thou | 
glory, as if thou hadſt not received it F © Thele are 
humbling queries with a witneſs. - Nebuchadnezzar, 
for his boaſting in what he had received, was made 

to go and graze with the beaſts. The oracles of 
truth furniſh us with mary ſtriking ſtigmas fixed on 


alte ; 
duch as deſire to oe foQtarian ip fully reſuted. may 


conſult a book, entitled, The original conſtitution of the Chrif- 
2 church, | by Thomas Aiton, miniſter at Alyth. And the Senad 


46 2 The Preaching of 2 exploded,” 


pride. 3 refuſed to bow ſo far to the com- 
mand of God, as to let Irael go, ſaying, Who is 

the Lord, that 1 ſhould obey him? The event was, 

he and his proud army cank like lead in the mi ghty 
| waters. Haman was a proud haughty man, but 
though a great favourite of his prince to-day, yet he 
was ſtrung to-morrow on the very fame gallows 
which he bad erected for poor Mordecai, Herod, 
I 2 his flaming oration, receives that applauſe from 

| the people without any check, I is the voice of @ 
* and not ꝙ a man ; and forthwith the angel 
of the Lord ſmites him, and he is eaten up of worms. 
Miniſters had much need to beware of ſhewing their 
pride in preaching, for pride turned angels into de- 
| wits, and threw. them from, the heights of heaven 
into the depths of hell; being lifted up with pride 
they fell into condemnation. They had equal need 
to guard againſt hunting for popular applauſe ; that 
is ſometimes eaſily got, and is ordinarily as eaſily loſt. 
But the faithful goſpel-miniſter is content, though 

he decreaſe, if his Lord and Maſter increaſe. 
3. Men preach themſelves when they preach their 

* own inventions; when they preach vile errors and 

hereſies; —as refuting and impugning the capital doc- 


trine of the ſupreme Deity of the great God aur 8a. 


viour. Many are the attempts that have been made 
| to ſtrike this precious pearl of Chriſt's crown (or 
rather the crown itſelf), but By a kind of ſpiritual 
| repercuſlion, all theſe ſtrokes, at this great truth, 
have, or will rebound, with redoubled vengeance, on 
the heads of theſe ungrateful and virulent ene- 
mies. No weapon formed againſt this truth has 
| proſpered. Theſe are Chriſt's great enemies; and 
Y Bs Father ſays, That he will elothe his enemies 
With ſhame. Thoſe that deny his ſupreme Deity, 
E whatever friendſhip they pretend to him, and what- 
| ever pompous names and ſwelling titles they give 
bim, are enrolled in the black liſt of his enemies, 
end will, if they die in that belief, be dealt with | 
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to every one their due. This is one of the ca- 
pital links in the chain of divine truth, and if this 
link is ſtruck out, the whole chain is broke. Tue 
enemy of our ſalvation has the ſagacity to know, 
that if this leading truth be undermined, and men 
diſbelieve it, then the whole body of the Chriſtian 
religion, as to them, is unhearted. In that caſe, 
he will take ſpecial care to give them no diſturb- 
ance, either in their praying or preaching, but encou- 
rage them in both, as wel knowing, that if they go 
| he ſtage in this ſentiment, he is quite ſure of 
them as be prey. My friends, if this foundation be 
defiroyed, what hath the righteous done *. | 
Alto men preach their own inventions when they 
preach down the doctrine of his eternal Sonſhip, 
doctrine of his ſuretyſhip and ſatisfaction, the 40. 
trine of divine, abſolute, and eternal decrees ;—when 


they preach down the doctrine of original fin ;—when | 


they preach up the five Arminian articles, as, chat 
God elected men only conditionally; that men in 
their fallen ſtate have a freedom of will to what is 
ſpiritually good; that Chriſt died for all men; that 
the grace o God i is refiſtible ; and that real ſaints may 


fall tally and finally away from a ſtate of grace. 


When they preach ſo as not to rid marches between 
.. the law and the goſpel, but confound them, by teach- 


their auditory that the goſpel is a newrenedial law, | 
alls from the moral law; that ſinners muſt be 


fo and ſo qualified ere they come to Chriſt; that tiff 


they are convinced of their ſins, repent, and per:orm . 
2 courſe of reſolate obedience, then, and never till 

then, ought they to truſt in the merits of Chriſt :— 
_ Dreadful ! Hodking doctrine - When they preach 
not the doctrines of the Croſs, but cat harp 


and twine on the dry and ſapleſs ſhreds of pagan mo- 
Ys and ſubſtitute. theſe in the room of the Pro 5 


har 
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* We cannot, on- this truth of the laſt ioportancs but econ 
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f ; far dofrines of the goſpel, as, regeneration- by the 
Holy Spirit, juſtification through faith in his imput- 


ed righteouſneſs, and ſanctification by his grace.- 


When theſe wei hty doctrines are exploded as trite | 


and unfaſhionab e, and the above foiſted in, in their 


room, then men preach their own inventions: And. 


when good works are preached up without ſhewing 


It the neceflity of the new nature, and vital union to 
| Chriſt to the acceptable performance of them. 


Further, When men fill up their ſermons with 


| airy reaſonings and dry philoſophical ſpeculations, 
inſtead of the rich, ſavoury, and ſaving truths of the 


bleſſed gofpel. Wen they clothe their fentiments 
| with ſcholaſtic phraſes, and terms of art; and affect 
3 ſhine by the cadence of the voice, the roündiog of 
their periods, and by a florid ſtyle and South- Britiſſi 


Accent; all this is a preaching their own inventi- 
ons, and ſo a preaching themſelves; fe 3% 
We do not mean hereby to appear for a mean, 


* low, grovelling, and contemptible ſtyle ;. not for the 
puerile, but againſt the affected bombalt, uhich ! 18 
2a ſure ſign of a weak mind, the certain teſt of à no- 


OY and which is univerſally deteſted by every per- 


ſon of ſound ſenſe and ſolid diſeernment. A dia- 
mond appears with -moſt advantage in its native co- 


our, whereas paint it, and its beauty is lofty, ſo to 


aint up the goſpel with the varniſh of dana art, 


- it is the intention of the work, if not of the agent, 


to vail its beauty, to conceal Chriſt, and exhibit 


5 ſelf. It is juſt to lay Chriſt and his glorious goſpel 


19 bo the Ping clothes of human art and vile pride. 


i men to preach up the above-named or other 
2 „they thereby murder both themſelves and 
: thats hearers. To preach' up philoſophy, that is both 
to farve the preacher and the ſouls of his charge.— 
For him everlaſtingly to harp on cold: morality, that 


is. a wearying both himſelf and them, in the great- 
neſs of their way. And thoſe that ſet off the goſ- 


nc under the dreſs of an- affected ſtyle, and modith , 
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pronunciation, they thereby diſplay their rabity; | 
exhibit their pride, but all 1grer in preaching them 

_ lelves. | 
4. They preach themſelves when they preach their 
own paſſions and prejudices. When men in that 


facred office, in conſequence of their having con- 


ceived a prejudice againſt ſome perſon or perſons, | 
come forth to the public all in fire, flame, ahd fury, | 
where they exert their every effort to obtain ſatisfaCtiz | 


forthe perſonal abuſe they apprehend to have received. 


on, by the dint of railing and inflammatory ſpeeches, | 


True it is, that the faithful anni of Chriſt, will 


ſee it his duty from the Lord's word, from his ordi- 
nation vows, the relation he ſtands in to his flotk, 


and the account he has to make of them to his Mat. | 


ter; 1 ſay, from theſe obligations, he will ſee it both 


his duty and intereſt, to give diſtinct and faithful 


warning againſt the errors and hereſies they are in 


danger from, againſt the vices they are ready to be 


enſnared by, 4 ait the deluſions they are like | 
to be captivated with; in ſuch caſes he will fee him- _ 


felf firmly bound to 12 the trumpet to his mouth, 


and to cauſe it give a diſtinct and certain ſound, to 
ery aload, and 79 8 not, to ſhew the Lord's people 


their tranſgreſſiont, and ihe houſe of Iſrael their fins * ; 
to tell them Pany whether they will hear, or whe- 


ther they will forbear, and thereby deliver his own 
foul, mt them that hear him, or render them inex- 


5 cufable; for the goſpel, like the glorious Author of 


it, is ſet for the. riſing and falling of many in Iſrael. 
The gofpel-miniſter will take care not to be like 
? dumb dogs that cannot bark, mentioned by 


5 the fo jor an elical [ prophet, ſo called, becauſe they are 


lazy, they cannot bark. Though the goſ- 
pet-minifter will take care that he be not like hs 


® Iſaiah Iviii. 1. 


— 
* 


ADD ure rare: 


falle prophets in Jeremiah's time, that ſpake to the 

people ſmooth things, and propheſied deceits ; ink, 

af the ſame time, uy different from Lang faith 
: Cc 


1 | 


* 


e * well-tempered "Zeal, is that wilfire of 
paſſion, which actuates men in this character, ſome- 
times even in the public, into rapture and rage, ariſ- 
ing from perſonal inſult and private injury. The 
wiſe goſpel-miniſter, though he will be bold and re- 
; Tolute in the cauſe of his Maſter, as a lien, yet he 
will be meek: and calm in his own, as a lamb. 
5- They preach themſelves, when they preach for 
the fake of filthy lucre, or worldly gain; ſuch as 
thoſe that ſet out, and come into the holy miniſtry 
for a piece of bread; ;—who uſe every poſſible artifice 
to obtain the great thing aimed at, a preſentation, 
though it ſhould be at the expence of winking at the 
vices, and laughing at the impieties of the gentle- 
man; (for expectants and dependants muſt not diſ- 
oblige their ſuperiors, leſt that ſhould prove fatal): 


Well, when the grand point is ſecured, a legal right 


to the benefice got, in they come to the pariſh, with 
the greateſt reſolution, or rather infernal impudence z 
and on. the ſolemn day, when the relation is to be 
en tween the preſentee's perſon and the living, 
that none of the 7ru/y brethren may meet with bodi- 
ly, harm, it is judged a good precaution at times to 
be well guarded with military force Very unlike 
the kingdom of our royal Prince, which, as him- 
ſelf declares, is not of this world. He refuſed the 
ulſe of ſwords, when his enemies came to apprehend 
him, yet.ſwords muſt be drawn at the ſettlement of 
his miniſters, we mean, ſuch asare : only ſo in name, 
or by habit and repute. 
But all is now right, the man is inſtalled, * 
the folemnity is over; 3. what is the conſequence ? ? 
| 32 is very mournful :——Inſtead of being active and 
faithful in feeding the ſouls, that many think are 
committed to his charge, he, like a dog when his 
belly is full, lies and /ulſs, and ſlumbers and flveps j— 
f be fceds himſelf and not the flock : See this caſe de- 
; | ſeribed at great length by the Spirit of God, Ezck. 
| - thirt Hourk ch; Ce no, which 1 beg you 
3 will 
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will conſult. Such alſo belong to this claſs, who; | 
when they have crept into the holy miniſtry, and 
find not their living commenſurate to their inſa- 


tiable defires, are quite reſtleſs. till they have it 


augmented, or themſelves tranſported, and, as it 


were, ſet up themſelves to the roup, and the higheſt 


bidder is preferred. How. can they but make mer- 
chandize of ſouls, when they make a ſale, of them- 


ſelves ! Theſe are ſome of the various woful ways, 


in which men preach themſelves. But we paſs on 


to the moſt ſubſtantial and fayoury part of the text. 


IL The other head of diſcourſe was, to ſpeak” of 
Winden preaching Chriſt. Having ſhown what it is 
to preach ſelf, without inſiſting on other things which 


would naturally offer upon this general head, we 


ſhall only endeayour to ſhow how, and in what man- 
ner, Chriſt is to be preached. This! in the following 


particular s. 
1. Chriſt is to be 5 cad "Fat All the doc- 


trineg revealed, ordinances erected, ſtatutes appoint- 


ed, and commands enjoined, by his royal e 


are to be preached. . 


More particularly, all the truths of God relpecling Pp 


bis nature, will and perfections ;—all theſe reſpecting 
the Deity, perſonality, and ſubſiſtence, of the three 


perſons in the adorable Trinity ; ; reſpecting their co-e- 


quality one with another, and their co-agency, in the 


ſtupenduous work of redemption, are to be preach- 
Alſo, all the truths of God reſpecting man, 
in his ſtate of primitive innocency, his fallen ſtate by 


ſim, his recovered ſtate by Chriſt, and his fate "of 
conſummate happineſs in glory, are to be diſplayed. 


All the truths reſpecting the covenant of works, 


LY as the parties, the making, the condition, the breach: 


of it, and the conſequent miſery, are to be preach- 5 
ed: All the truths reſpecting the covenant ;of 


| grace, the parties, the making, the condition, and 


adminiſtration of it, are to be opened. Likewiſe e- 
very truth re pecting the undertaking the natures. th 


| . 


| 


perſon, the offices, the rightequineſs, the | 


7 


| rightequ urety-ſhip, 
the fatisfaction, the fulnefs and glory of Chrift, muſt 
be preached All the truths of God reſpecting the 
contrivagce, the purchaſe, the application, and con- 
fummation of redemption, are to be exhibited —In 


A word, every truth reſpecting the doctrine, wor- 


ifcipline, government, and chriſtian practice 


foever 7 have commanded you * 5 382 certain judicious 
divine obſerves, our Lord does not fay, © Be ſure 


obſerve. ALL THINGS, whatſoeper I have commanded 


yed, - obſerved, kept pure and entire, ſo the 


— 2 U w- p 
* 


. diſcipline a: nt government 4 the hook of God: 52 
for this, the explicit charge the prophet Ezekiel got, 


= a, ny Lord to him, Shew them ibe form of the | 


houje,) and the faſhion thereof, and the goings-out there- 
H and the comings-in thereof ; and ALL THE FORMS 
thereef;j and ALL THE LAWS thereof, and write it i 
their fight, that they may keep the whole form thereof, 
and all the ordinances thereef, and do them f. Does 


it not merit our ſtrict attention here, as what ſets the | 


matter in a clear point of view, ' viz. the frequent 
repetition 'of the precept, as if particularly inten- 
ded to obviate the common objection, or rather vul. 
gar prejudice, that it is not material, whether the 


truths of God, referring to the order and govern» 


ment of Chriſt's church, be preached and taught, or 


not, in regard they are not. efentials, or becauſe the 
knowledge and obſervation of them are not abfolutey 
ly neceflary to ſalvation. If any divine ordinance, 


or any thing relative to the houſe of God,' may be 
accounted trivial and of an indifferent nature, it 
would be the entring- in and going forth of the houſe; 
yet theſe, and every one of them, the prophet is or- 
dered to ſhew, and the people to keep, mark well, 
and obſerve. diligently. This generation, indeed, 


is in general ignorant of theſe truths, and firm. 


ly prejudiced againſt them (I mean relatin to the 
order and government of the houſe of God); what 
then ? Are they for that reaſon not to be taught and 


preached up in their proper place? By all means 


they are. If the bulk are ignorant of, they have 
the more need to be inſtructed in, them; 
they are prejudiced againſt them, there is the ore 
need to detect and expoſe the fin and dan NT. 
of, Whether they will hear or forbear. 

miniſter is not allowed to act arbitrarily, ad t rt 
divine truths he is to teach, and what not; the who 
ſacred depo tum of divine truth | is tö be. taugt and 
: 8 If "OP it is not for miniltere always to 


+ Ezek. xliii. It. _ - 
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dwell on theſe ſubjects they are beſt acquainted with, 
moſt familiar to them, or that pleaſe their people beſt. 
They are for the farther inſtruction of their people, 
to bring out of their treaſure things new and old. 
2. Chriſt is to be preached purely, —without the al- 
lay and mixture of error.—What the apoſtle James 
ſays fo warmly to the ſcattered tribes, he ſurely ſays 
to goſpel-miniſters, Do not err, my beloved brethren *. 
Timothy is not only inſtructed what to preach, but 
commanded to charge others, that they teach no o- 
ther doctrins; ſo withdraw' himſelf from theſe who 
reach otherwiſe, and conſent not to wholſome words, 
even the words of our Lord Fefus Chriſt, and to. the 
_ dotrinze which is according to godlineſs ; and to hold | 
W 73/7 the atg of found words, which he had heard of 
Paul. But is it not matter of deep lamentation, that 
the time is come upon this poor land, foretold by 
Paul to Timothy +, when many will not endure ſound 
doctrine; but after their own luſ#s heap to themſelves 
teachers having itching ears? which itching ordinari- 
ly ends in a ſcab either on the perſons profeſſion, or 
practice, or both, of which our land ſwarms with |< 
many fad inſtances, tho' the truth of this they are nei 
ther ſenſible of, nor will be perſuaded. Is it not mat- 
ter of deep regret, that the very times foretold by 
Peter have overtaken us: Says he, There were falſe 
prophets among the people (viz. the Jews) even as there 
[hall be falſe teachers among you, who ſhall privily bring 
in danmable herefies, even denying the Lord that bought. 
them, and bring on themſelves ſwift deſtruction, and 
MANY hall follow their pernicious ways, by reaſon of 
whom the way of truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of. Is not e- 
very perſon of ſound, ſolid, and ſpiritual diſcernment, 
| ſenfible that this national church, in many corners, 
is ſwarming with the vermin (as Addiſon ſtiles the 
free-thinkers and - infidels in his time) of Deiſtical, 
Arian, Socinian, Pelagian, Arminian, Neonomian, 


flames i. x6. + 1 Tim. i, 3. vi, 3, 5, 20, 21. 2 Tim. i. 13. 


= 


and legal teachers, _ ſcQarian dreamers + Ihe 


baleful effects of this motely herd are, thereby the 
eternal Jehovah is provoked, glorious Chriſt is ſet at 
nought, and wounded in the houſe of his profeſſed 
friends, the Holy Spirit is grieved, the word of God 
is corrupted, the meaning of it perverted, our ſtan- 
dards as texts of orthodoxy ridiculed, poor ſouls mur- 
dered, and ſwept away as with a land- flood; a riſ- 
ing generation trained up in groſs ignorance, their. 
minds impregnated with error, and ſo a foundation 


thereby laid for the reception of other ahominations, 
that the common enemy of our ſalvation may be per- 


mitted to b e as Prelacy, Popery,, Fea Pa- 
| darkneſs. 


In this glaſs, at once, you may ſee what a mercy 


from God the ſeceſſion is (in which there obtains a 
ſtand for truth) to a land, ſinking into ignorance, 


error and deluſion, and veering faſt back to the black 
ſhades of heathen darkneſs. his _ proclaims aloud 
the abſolute! neceſſity of faithful miniſters reaching 
doctrines, ſpringin pure from the cryſtal 
- tains of divine truth; for it is only pure ordinances 
that God has promiſed to bleſs for the ſalvation of 
fouls ; it is only the pure waters of the fanctuary at 
which ſouls will drink and be refreſhed, and by. no 


means at the waters 1 and fouled by! the feet 
of the Prieſts. _ | f 


3. Chriſt | 


+ For the benefi t of ſach as PERS not the meli of theſe here · 
tical names, we explain them, Deiſts are ſuch as deny. or cm 
of, the divinity of the ſcriptures. Arians deny the Son. 0 ** 

de equal with his Father. Socinians maintain our Lord C bad 
no exiſtence before his incarnation; 
was to ratiſy his miracles, confirm his divine fung legerer, 
and to give us an example of patience and reſignation in afflict 
and death, but intirely refuſe that his death a ten det by iat as 


a ſatisfaRion o the juſtice of God, or an atonemegt ſot the ſins ot | 


an elect world: They affirm alſo, that baptiſm is od. AN external 
badge of chriſtianity, but not a ſeal of the covenant Pelagians 
deny the doctrine of original ſin, and Adam's federal /headthip. Ar- 
minians, their five articles are in the firft head of this diſcouf ſe. 
Neoromians maintain that the goſpel is a new remedial law diſtiack 
from the moral law, and that faith and repentance are goſpel pre- 


cepts. Secterians include rer and that tene cg. 
40 called ne IK 


ne foun- 


Stag nga nn . I ny . 
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that the deſign of his nens 
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3. Chriſt is to be preached /ainly,—to the eapaci - 
ties of hearers.—The apoſtle of the Gentiles tells the 
Corinthians, My /pecch and preaching æuds not in the 
| enticing words 97 man's wiſdom, but in the demonfira. 
lion of the Spirit and of power. As miniſters are to 
take care that the matter be pure, ſo alfo that, the 
manner be plain. No doubt, it would he a matter 
very eaſy for ſuch as have been privileged with a li- 
eral courſe of education, to expreſs themſelves in 
lark, cramps: and ſcholaſtic terms, ſo that hearers 
might fit, and notice the ſound, but not take up the 
ſcale ot what purpoſe ? ſays Paul, In tbe chur; ! 
bad rather + ſpeak five words with my undatſtanding, 
that by my voice I-might teach others alſo, than ten bh 
fend words in an unknown tongue. Wide is the differ. 
ence between five words and tett thouſand, yet five 
words axe better in every reſpect, than ten thouſand 
plain words that cannot be underſtood. Minifters are 
to commend the truth to every man's conſcience, but, 
6: that ene, It müde plaid ie their unge tet. 
ding: Indeed, every one. clothed with the ſacred 
character has not the faculty of conveying their ſen- 
- "'timents with the fame degree of plainneſs and perſpi- 
_ cuity as others, yet if they ſtudy to be plain, they 
will be underſtood ;; but if they 4% n to be dark, 


* 


they deſerve not to be hafte. 
44. He is to be preached diligently : Thus Apollos 
did; concerning him, we are told, he was inſtructed 
in the:wey. of the Lord, and being fervent in the Spi- 
| rit, he ſpake and taught diligently the things of the 
| Lord, e bly the dap of Fon "Thus Paul 
enjoined Timothy vo prœach the word, to be inſtant in 
ſeaſon: arid out of ſeaſon'; 10 reprove, rebuke, ehrt 
_ with all  long-/fagering and doctrine.— This, of 
| preaching Chrift diligently, not only implics that kan 
. pel-miniſters are to be ready to embrace every call 
that God in his providence. preſents them with, of 
preaching Chriſt, but we apprehend it includes a 


= 
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conſcientious diligence in our ſtudies and prepara. ö 
tions for public miniſtrations. David would not 
ſerve God with that which coſt him nought, but oc- 
cupied his time in the fervice of his God. Miniſters 
are by name and office the ſervants of the church, if 
fo, their time is their people's, of conſequence, for 
them to glienate their time from their books and 
ſtudieg, to farming and huſbandry, | is to rob their 
people of their fulk property.” 4 remember that Paul | 
vins Timothy to give attention 10. reading, to ex- {| 
3 thoftrine f. But very ufilike this is the 
conduct of many clergymen in our time, who, in- 
ſtead of \thining i in the character of preachers, cut an 
kexgellent figure in that of huſbandmen. If mens 
| hearts Iy away from their office, they muſt eagerly 
pütſue ſome Cher object. Ordinarily tlie moſt dili- 
it is the moſt- fucceſsful miniſter On the o- 
ther hand, it is a juſt obſervation of Solomon's; that 
by mich Jett winc/s the building decnyeth, and through 
idlengſs the hands the houſe droppeth through :— 
Which may run thus, Through much indolence the 
miniſter grows weak, and through much inactivity 
his fermons become ſtale. Many have loft good ta- 
lents, by not exereifing them; and _ have got 
large ones, by improving their little ſtock: The Hand 
_ the diligent maketh rich, holds true, both with reſpec 
to the private Chriſtian and the goſpel-miniſter : % For. 
unto every one that hath ſhall be given, and be Spal. 
have abundance; but from him that hath not ſhall be 
taken away, even that which he hath . | 
5. Chriſt and his goſpel is to be preached wiſely, 
_ 4. e. we are not only to ſuit and adapt ourſelves to 
the capacities, but alſo to different caſes of our hęar- 
ers. The ignorant are to be inſtructed, the ſecure 
are tb be awakened, the weak are to be ſtrengthen- 
ed, tlie tempted are to be ſuccoured, and the dejer- 
ted are to be comforted: Hence ſays the Lord *, } 
Con: * be, 3 her 1 The fierge andthe Ss 
OD=- 1} 
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obſtiaate are to be reproved ; with. 158 we are to 
make a difference, uſing meckneſs with one, -and 
ſharpneſs with another. Thus our apoſtle demeaned 


| 23 himſelf: Says he, I have fed you with milk, and not 


with neut; for hitherto Je were not able to bear it, net- 
ther yet no are able, *, Thus, as wiſe ſtewards, we 
are to give every one their portion in due ſeaſon— 
This wiſdom we muſt ſeek from him that has the 
tongue of the learned, that we may know how to 
ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to him that 18 weary ; —him 
who holds the feven ſtars in his right hand, and has 
engaged himſelf by promiſe to his ſervants; 155 1 am 
| —_ yo always, even to the end of the world.” | 
6. Chriſt is to be preached boldly : Thus we | find 
1 Feb Paul urges the church of Epheſus to watch un- 
to prayer, with all perſeverance and ſupplication, he 
requires them to be very mindful of him Says he, 
Arp rox ME, that utterance may be given ux ro uE, 
That I may open my mouth boldly, to make: known the 
myſtery of the- goſpel +. Courage and reſolution, you 
| know, become the ambaſſador of a prince, ſo on 
many accounts it is requiſite in the miniſters. of 
Chriſt: On account of the red dragon, it is neceſ- 
fary, who, when his chain is lengthened, labours, 
with might and main, to fill them with' unbelieving 
fears, and dejection of ſpirit, ariſing from their weak- 


neſs, their wickedneſs, and the weight and burden 


of their work ;—this enemy one while labours to 
blow'them up with ſelt-conceit, and another while 


to ſink them into deſpondency, ſuggeſting to them 


. that they will ſurely fuceumb in their work, to the 


tuin 'reproach of it ; or that their: miniſtry has no 
| ſuceeſs,and it is in vain for them to perſiſt any long- 


er in it; or that their people are tired of their ſer- 


| vices: Various are the projects he drives. Alſo on 
ga ccount of the world, and eſpecially the wicked of 


che world, is this holy courage neceſſary, who do 


| den in chem lies to outbrave the n 
| and 
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and to look him out of countenance: In a particular 
manner they do ſo, if he ſtudies faithfulneſs. They | 
alſo need much of this gracious reſolution, on ac- | 


cCcunt of the trials and hardſhips they meet with from 


other quarters ; for without are fightings, and with- 
in are fears: Hence, ſays Paul to Timothy, Endure 
hardneſs, as a good | ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt &. The 
courage and holy boldneſs they need is the fruit of a 
ſtrong faith, like that of the three heroig youths, | 
who, when threatned with a furnace ſeven times hot- 
ter than uſual, poſſeſſed their ſouls with the greateſt 
fortitude and! intrepidity. This holy courage makes | 
goſpel-miniſters to triumph in the perſon, . power, | 
_ promiſe, righteouſneſs, and blood of Chriſt, their 
Maſter ;—over fin, the curſe of the law, the world, | 
the devil, death, and hell. 
ey. This glorious perſon is to be preached 0 
that is, out of fervent love to Chriſt and the ſouls of 
men: Says our apoſtle, The love of Chriſt conſtrain- 
ed us ;—and elſewhere he fays, I will very gladly 
ſpend, and be ſpent for you.“ I will, with the great- 


* eſt cheerfulneſs, expend all my time, my ſtrength, þ. | 


66, my. talents, my all, for your converſion, edifica- 
tion, and alten * and, ſays he, my hitlè chil- 
Aren, for whom I travel as in birth, till Chriſt be For- 
ned in you. - This zeal alſo includes fervent love to 
Chriſt, which manifeſts itſelf many ways, as vehe- 
mently breathing after his company, rejoicing in his 
preſence, mourning in his abſence, grieving over 
the diſhonours and inſults he meets with in his per- 
ſon, glory, truth, or members; ; and in highly ex- 
tolling him to the ſouls of men, in his natures, offi- 

ces, righteouſneſs, fulneſs, covenant, names and re- 


lations; that they may be prevailed upon to give up | 


themſelves to him, to believe on him with-the; heart, 
and confeſs unto him with the mouth. In a word, 
that they may be prevailed upon to renounce ſin as 


Abel trade, the devil as their maſter, the world as 
2 | DOES ES e | 
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their portion, the wicked of it as their companions: 
to take God as their portion, Chriſt as their Saviour, 
che Hoy Spirit as their ſanctifier and guide, the 
Word of God as their rule, the covenant of grace as 
AGheir charter to the heavenly inheritance,” his provi- 
d ence as their lot in a world, and his people as their 
. intimates; and in that way devote themſelves to 
Chriſt in all that they are and have, to be his only, 
holly,” and for ever, ſaying to him, as he to * | 
Il. ther, All ib ine ure mine, and mine are thine ee. 
Tf, Chriſt is to be preached faithfully : This is 
a qualification abſolutely neceffary and requiſite for 
12 he: goſpel-miniſter in preaching Chriſt.— Thus the 
Lord to Jeremiah, The prophet that hath à drcam, tet 
Lui tell a dreum, und he that hath my word, let him 
aa mp word faithfully *. Thus ſpeaks the Amen, 
|| he faichfal and tric — to the angel of the 
| church in Smyrna, (viz. a — there) Be 
hou faithful wnto death, and I will give thee a crown 
He , And fo Paul to the Corinthians, It i re. 
"quired in ſtevardt, that a man be found faithful. This 5 
| Hicbfulnc, in preaching Chriſt and his goſpel, is ſo 


neceſſary a qualification, that, in a ſenſe, it is the 
| Fur total of all. This faithfulneſs is to have: a chief 
place, and muſt never be a-wanting, otherwiſe mi- 
| - 'niſtexs cannot miſs to be unſavoury to God, and 
| -hurtful'to fouls. | A weak miniſter, if he is faithful, 
| hriſt will ſupport and countenance in his work; 
| while an able minifter, and yet unfaithful, will be 
1 ſed and overlooked: He that knows his maſter s 
If - "avi; and doth it not, ſhall be beaten with many fripes.. 
| -The abilities of > miniſter, without airhfulniels, qua- 
E -lify bim on) to be hurtful to his flock, while leſſer 
abilities, w faiths uincis, "ORE be bleſſed, and ren. a 
dered Saceofafuk | . 
Phe Ehfulneks S woock required. in a goſpel- 
| ner, takes in pure ſpiritual aims and deſigns, in 
| nn in to, . in the facxed office be 
the 
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1 miniſtry ; 7 hence, ſays the apoſtle Peter, Feed | 


the flock of Gad that ir among jou, taking the over- | 
* fight thereof, not by ene but willingly, not far 
filthy lucre, but of a ready wind It comprehends 

a heart attachment to the — truths of Chriſt, and 


his work in the church. It is abſolutely neceſſary 
that the miniſters af Chriſt be of one mind; as to 


their principles and profeſſion, particularly as to 


theſe truths that are controverted by athers, that 


they may ſupport and ſtrengthen one another's hand | 
in the way and work of God, by ſetting ſhoul- | 
der to ſhoulder, in carrying on 'the ſame common 
cauſe bf truth, againſt the ſame common enemies 
of it. Whercas when. a diverſity of ſentiment about 
the great lines of truth, or our Chriſtian profeſſion, 
comes to obtain among miniſters, and theſe diſſe- 
minate among the people, it is eaſy to ſee the rue- 


ful effects that mult. inevitably, follow, as diſcord, 


contention, and breach of communion, which can- 

not, according to the goſpel, be held without union 
.of ſentiment, as. well as oneneſs of affection; fo | 
Paul prays in the behalf of the Chriſtians. at Rome, | 

that they may with one mind, and with one mouth glo- | 
iy GO And, ſays he to the Corinthians, New, | 

I beſeech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jeſus i 
bra, that ye all peak the ſame thing, and that there 


be no diviſions among you ; but that ye be perfectly 

_ yoined zogether in the ſame mind, and in the ſame judg- 
ment f. he party that prevails in this land, in point 

of numbers, may juſt take a view of one of their 
ſacramental ſolemnities, in the glaſs of this ſeripture 
laſt cited; and through that proſpect, you will ſee, 
perhaps, of miniſters one or two, that aim at preach- 
ing the goſpel, and alſo four or five, that are conſef- 


ſed by all the country to be Arminian, corrupt and 
unſound in the faith; and of people, you will fee | 


numbers, that keep the worſhip of God regularly: in 


bers 


2 families, evening and egy and great nam- 
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bers that obſerve it only in the evening; and you 
will alſo ſee, a band of gentry who have baniſhed it 


out of their families, both evening and morning; 
concerning ſuch, the Lord ſpeaks with a vengeance, 


Jill pour my 2 ry on the heathen, and the families 
my name And yet ſuch win as far 


ben to beheo Gotatental table, as the moſt tender 


that call not un 


Chriſtian motely communion with a witneſs!— 


A tender Chriſtian giving the elements of bread and 
wine, the facred eymbals of Chriſt's body and blood, 


into the hands of an avowed. practical heathen. 


Farther, Tkis faithfulneſs includes impartiality in 
the whole of their miniſtrations, in not only turning 


the edge of their miniſtry againſt the errors vented 


in their times, but againſt the evils and corruptions 


that maybe obtaining in their bounds;—as lying, curſ- 


ing; profane fwearing, ininced-oaths; ſabbath-break- 
| ing, uncleanneſs, drunkenneſs, diſſimulation, detrac- 
tion, cheating, and over- reaching, -c. When the 
miniſter Honeſtly: and plainly levels his difcourſe a- 
gainſt theſe abominations, he needs not be ſurprized 


though he meet with much oppoſition from wicked 


men, for the more faithful he is, the more of their 
wrath he will often incur: Thus when Paul preach- 


ed againſt the idolatry of Epheſus, the whole city 
was in an uproar. ——Alfo, this faithfulneſs implies 
ſtedfaſtneſs and perſeverance in their attachment 
to tke truth; and impartiality of their miniſtrations, 
even unto the end; Be conſtant and unmoveable, al- 


ways abounding in the wwork of the Lord, not only i in 
a calm and ſerene day, when they are meeting with 
lttie or nꝰ oppoſition, but in a day of trial and tri- 
bulation, for it is through manifold tribulations they 


muſt enter the kingdom. Bleed are they, ſays our 


Lord, hat ſhall not" be offended in me. He that en-. 


dureth 70 * end, the Same ſpall be ſaved: - 


III. We come now to make ſome practical im- 
provement of what has been ſaid on this ſubject, in 


- 1. From what is ſaid, we may all ſee the pitiful | 


and vile deluſion of duch, as at their own hand, and 
by their own authority, aſſume to themſelves the 
name and office of the miniſters of Chriſt, whether 
hirelings or ſectarians. As for the firſt of tlieſe, they, 
in many corners of the land, are fallen under deſerv- 
ed contempt and diſgrace. What the Lord did with 
the corrupt. and wicked. prieſts in the time of the 
prophet Malachi, he has in juſtice verified on them, 
in making them contemptible and baſe. before all the 
people, becauſe they have not kept his ways, but 
have been partial in the law. The times have been, 
even in the memory of many among us, when the 
' worthy predeceſſors of theſe heavy incumbents; 1 
ſay, when their churches were crouded, divine or- 
dinances, as diſpenſed by them, were regularly at- 
tended, their miniſtry highly and juſtly eſteemed : 
_ . Wihys Becauſe (as one expreſſes it) their pulpits were 


then filled with a Paul, a Peter, a Barnabas, and 


an Apollos, that is, judicious, holy, and faithful mi- 
niſters of the goſpel; whereas in our times, theſe 
churches are deſerted, ordinances there diſpenſed are 
abhorred ; very juſtly : Why? Becauſe theſe pulpits 


are weekly occupied by Socrates, Plato, Epictetus, | 


and even by Portius, Cato, or Hamlet. How can 


they have the eſteem and reſpect of their people, 
when they preſs into the miniſtry in the way of com- 


bating with the whole pariſh, the patron and a few 
of his . dependents excepted. In ſuch a caſe, it i8, 


be it known to all men, that their higheſt aim is a 


| piece of bread... The language of theſe time: ſervers 
s preciſely the fame ſpoke by the man of God :— 

Says he, Every one that is lefi—ſball come and crouch 
to. him for a piece of ſilver, and a morſel of bread, and 


ſhall ſay, Put me (I pray thee ) into 2 of lle. fee = 


offices, that I may cat a piece of bread *. . 
As for theſe pariſhes that reſpect and 4 their 


intruders, and ſuch who have an active hand in in. 


truding 
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| ) : | | 
| truding others (for there is no difference between 
= the. two); what I fay to this caſe, is in the words 
i of. the Prophet Jeremiah, The prophets prepheſy fa 55 
and the prigſis bear rule by their means, and my people 
love iq have it ſo ; and what will ye do in the end 
2 A Very intereſting and ſolemn query in- 
a quety, which theſe, to whom it is put, may 
| think upon at their leiſure, ere it be too _ 7, 
As for theſe of the ſectarian order, who aſfume to 
theniſclves the ſacred title of miniſters of the goſpel, 
they openly proclaim what they are, in the virulent 
attacks 22" Þ they make upon our excellent Confeſ- 
ſion of Faith and Catechiſms, which have ftood, and 
will ſtand, as à brazen wall in defence of the truth, 
when their dreams and deluſions will be ſunk into 
I} oblivion. In fome, of their churches this practice 
| obtains, of demanding and getting the hiſtory of the 
converſion of ſuch as propoſe to, join them; thus 
they foſter one another in hypocriſy and ſelf-deceit, 
and which is worſe, in taking, Chriſt's work out of 
his hand, in judging others before the tanto Hom, 
ever, the ſcheme. - lay-preaching will do for theſe 
that are wearied of the employments, which God in 
his providence has placed them in, and keenly defirc 
to commence 1% 822 to diſplay their 8 
2. From this fubject we all infer, that none are 
| lawful miniſters of the goſpel, that come into that of 
fice wanting the call of er on people, of whoſe _ 
ſouls, they have the overſight, and among whom they 
labour in word and, do&rine ; for, from the ſacred 
ſcripturez,, the people have a divine. right to chuſe 
Ji their own paſtors,; as ſhall be inſtructed, on the 
78 two wot wes, ſcriptures followi . 
| f firſt ſcripture. I ment Un is, Ads i i. 1 5. and 
CD 83. where we read of the election. of Mat- 
thias to be an apoſtle :==The diſciples of our Lord 
being gathered together, to the number of an hun- 


dred and twenty, the . Me ſtood in the midſt, 
„„ | and 


+ his matter, 18, Acts vi. 2, 


4 was. A DU Ul. 
e | 


CY 
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and told them, It was Avedfal that” one mould be 
choſen to fill up the room of Judas, taking part in 
the miniſtry with the other apoſtles, who was to be 
a witneſs with them of the reſurrection of our Lord: 
And they, vis. the hundred and twenty, appointed 
or made choice of two, viz. Barſabas and Matthias ; 
and when they had prayed to the omniſcient heart- 
ſearching Lord, that lie would ſhew which” of theſe 
two, wht they” had choſen. or appointed, was the 
meeteſt perſon for the. office of an a poſtle, then they 
gave forth their lots, and tlie lot ell to. Matthias, 
upon which he' was numbered with the eleven apoſ- 
tles. As Matthias was to be an extrabtdinary office- 
bearer in the houſe of God, his election was extra- 
ordinary! in this; that it was reſerved by lot to God's 
immediatè deciſion, whether he or Barſabas ſhoutd 
be the perſon; yet as he was to be an officer in the 
church of Chriſt, he had the choice and conſent of 
his church, chat k his election might be A precedent 
in future APES: This is the firſt New Teſtament 
inſtance of the choice of an office-bearer n the church 
of Chriſt, wherein men were concerned, and ſo we 
may rationally conelude, that furely it was deſigned 
of the Lord for a rule and precedent to his church 
in times coming: — And had it not been ſo defigned, 
we may juſtly conclude, the ſovereign King of Zion 
would have immediately called Matthias to his office, 
as he did his other: apoſtles, which had been füll as 
caſy, as ſending Peter with a mieſſage to the one 
hundred and twenty to elect two, that one of them 
might be choſen by lot. In the election of Matthias, 
the people did all that could be done by men in that 
affair; they elected two, and did not nominate the 
individual perſon, not becauſe they were not the 
ſource of elections, but becauſe the perſon td be e- 
lected was to be put into the apoſtolic office, and 10 
it was requiſite that an apoſtle ſhould be elected in an 
extraordinary way. | 
A ſecond ſcripture, proving the people $ Ahe i in 
6. where we read of 
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che ae ne the TR 4 diſeiples to om, 
and exhorting them to logk gut among them ſeven 
men of fon i report, 28 of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
wildom, Fhom they, might appoint over that buſi- 
nels, vis. of taking care of the poor, collecting for 
them, and ſeeing to the diſtribution of the chinch? - 
charity. Ang as the command Was Peeling to the 
Whole of t the diſciple es, or of the Lord's people, (for 
that was the 898 whe 
now the choice b Ping wholly left to them, as what 
from Chriſt did belong to them, they therefore elec- 
ted the ſeyen, and {ct them before. the apoſtles to be 
_ ordained by them. *The diſciples, ar Lord's peaple, 
had right. rom 'Chrift to chule their own deacans 
. therefore tay gur ProxcRant divines, Jura, en 
more. lave. they a right from Ch aal 10 | 
own miniſters, to whom hg are to. —_ . 
charge of their precious ſouls. Ihe judicious Dur- 
ham calls this fcripture a clear evidence of a people's 
Intereſt i In weir calling of a miniſter And Dr. 
Owen, who, I believe, will be owned, by all that 
know his works, to. be an eminent divine, affirms +, 
2 That it is impoſſible there can be a more convinc- 
ing inflance and example of the free choice of ec- 
« cleſiaſtical officers, by the multitude and fraterni- 
«ty of the ckurch, than is given us rin + nor 
= 4 FTE any, ground or n ander and 
cc proceſs ſnould he obſerved. hy x ar them- 
« ſelves would. not. nominate. and. appaint- perſons, 
% whom, they V meet for. this alkce,' to receive it, 
but that it was the right and liberty of the people, 
8 deco to the mind of Oh, to chuſe their. 
x 228815 thcers, Ny ag right, the apoſtles, would: not 
« abridge nor in fringe. The argument is ſtrong 
here from the leſs to the greater; for if the · people 
have a right from Chriſt, to chuſe deacons, to dif. 
il poſe. of the pogr's money, much more may we con- 
Aude, that they have a right from him, to chufe the 
A Aae of. their «oct fouls. 
| A third: 


* * 1 Wer 


ereby they were then called); . 


ana 22 uchi 0 Ld 
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A tHird keript ure to this purpoſe, is, Acts iv. 23. 
Our meg render that verſe thus, And when 
they had ordainbd. then elders in every th arch, &c. 

which tranſlatioft is unjuſt, for the Fords 1 in the ori- 
ginal r run thus, 7 Naferdiſ cores 9 al ee fg rev io e a . Ss 
which were rendered in all our AY ag 5 Ions, thus, x 
| When they bud ordained them elders by letion in 5 
very church: By election, to wit, of the people in 
theſe churches, Ger whom the apoſtles ordained 
them elders or pretbyters, that is, miniſters. This 

text, in the Gcükta translation, was rendered, Choſen 
5 Se uſages, 275 lifti ing. up hands, Which 18 the ver 
ing in tlie inal, as a theſe acqu ainted with the 
Grein fouls Know. Eve. perten, of any diſ- 
cernment, ſees 2 argument om this Ws to 
de coriclufive. One oblerves, that the calling of 
ofpel-mitliſters being a matter of great moment ta 
che churches of Chriſt, he Who is faithful 1 in alt his 
ttoufs, hath*appdinttt* who ſhall be the callers, es All 
febipture' ir given by the inſpiration of God, aug 4. j Pro- 
11 b ins, for reprovf, for, cori lien, ar. ” 
Rrauctian in ri Neo ffef.—Thar the nan of Gut foe ag 
perfect, thoroughly, rmiſhed anke all good works,” lit, 
ſays he, If Chriſf hath” not determined” this itt his 
word, let us never talk more of the jerfection of 
the ſcriptures; let'us never talk more, t that hay. con- 
tain exact rules for the churches of ( od in allages,— 
We might allo have ar ued'from t e nature oh. the 
church, as al free ſociety , which, as [Fa is 11 b 
to none but Chriſt her g orious Kin 1806 as well 148 the 
perfection of the, Klee ard of C 8 


hriſt I 185 re- 


ſpeclng the church over which lie is faithful, b ut 
' we hope the above arguinents may Et: ” Fon 
E 2 | 


| {4 Ae . ; 4 10 4 8 
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”, 20 as chafe 70 2 the people's "vide right to e cer Oi | 
_ own minifters; YEE: illustrated. to great purpoſc, we refer chow | 
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all which it clearly. follows, that the modern way of 
forcing miniſters on pariſhes, againſt their will and 
choice, is entirely anti- ſcriptural, antichriſtian and 
popiſh. It is a robbing Chriſt of his royal preroga-. 
tive, and his people of a privilege he has bequeathed. 
to them.—And if the generality of profeſſing Chriſ- 
_ tians, in this land, did as much eſteem their Chriſti- 
an rights and privileges, as they do their natural and 
civil liberties,” they would fly from theſe men of ec- 
cleſiaſtic dominion, as they would do from the ſtan- 


dard of the Popith Pretender. If there were not men 


dliged to fit and hear t 


intruding, there would be none intruded ; but the 
bulk are ſunk in ſecurity, and drenched in indiffer- 
ency, where they mult ly till God, in a 100 of mer- 
ey or judgment, axvaken them. SEES | 
. See matter of deep inns on a 55 of ſo⸗ 
lean humiliation, that there ſhould: be ſo much ſelf. 
_ preaching in our day ;—lome preaching for applauſe, 
others ſolely for worldly gain, and ſo making a trade 
of it; others unweariedly employed in propogating 
5 ſoul-ruining errors without a check; others preach: 
ing their own inventions, inſtead of ſtudying and 
| nt, into the holy ſcriptures, ſtoring their me- 
mories therewith, and ſo coming forth loaded with 
the precious treaſure of the goſpel, and that way 
bringing out of their treaſure things new and old, Liv. 
ing every. one their portion in due ſeaſon ; I ſay, inſtead 
of going this way to work, many are at great pains 
to read, ſearch into, and tranſcribe, the writings of 
antient Heathens ;—as Ariſtotle, Tully, Seneca, and 
the great Marcus Aurelius Antoninus; and ſo come 
forth to the congregation, in which they ſtand, foil, 
and aue at the reading, and the poor people are o- 
. heatheniſb tale, by one that 
ealls himſelf the miniſter, who yet would bluſh if a- 


ny ſaid he preached Chriſt. If Nehemiah had rea- : 


' fon, when he took a view of the deſolation of Jeru- 
_  falem, to ſay, Why ſhould not my countenance be ſad, 
= when lde 4% wo 22 of my ponders #e epulchres lieth 
3 f | waſte, 5 


on 


. and the gates thereof are aol med nigh ths; #1 
much more reaſon have we to weep. between the 
porch and the altar, and to mourn before the Lord 
over the deſolations in our Zion, effected by error 
weekly taught, and immoralities daily practiſed.— 
May we not cry, in the words of the prophet Hoſea, 
Hear the word of _ the Lord, ye children gf. Iſrael, for. 
the Lord hath a controverſy with the inhabitants of the 
land, becauſe there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledoe: | 
"of God in the land, by fearing, and lying, and killing, 
and ſtealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and. | 
Blood toucheth blood ; therefore ſhall the land mourn, | 
and every one that drelleth therein ſhall languiſh . 
4. As Chriſt is to be preached in the manner de- 
ſcribed, then we may fee the vaſt need of a large ſup- 
_ ply of grace and ſtrength, from Chriſt, to us that 
are employed. in ſuch an important and arduous 
work z—work which made an eminent apoſtle cry 
out, Who is Sufficient for theſe things *—And not tht ſs 
we are ſufncient, as of our, ves, to think, or do any | 
thing as of ourſelves. But Chriſt is kind to his ſer- 
vants: He qualifies them for their work, he ſends. | 
none a warfare on their own charges. He i is preſent | 
with them in their work, according to his free, ab- 
ſolute, and gracious promiſe, Lo, I am <vtth you al- | 
_ ways even unto the end of the world. He upholds | 
them in, and ſtrengthens them for, their work; an 
eminent inſtance, among many, others, we have of | 
this, in the caſe of Paul, which he repreſents: to Ti- 
mothy; that on a certain occaſion he was fituated 
thus : At my firſt anſever, ſays he, nd nan: fload wills 
me, but all men forſook me; notwiih/? anding: the herd 
tod with me, and ſtrengthened met. Gl gives 
them ſucceſs in their IS - fays hez- I chill clollue ber 
prięſts with ſalvation. He hears their 6wn prayers, 
and thoſe of others for them; à ſtriking.inſtarice-we 
have of this in the cafe of Peter, whemhe» was taid 


in goal, and his feet fixed in the ſocks ; ; on thig'af- 
| | fecting 


+ Hoſ. iv 1, 2, 3. 2 Tim. ir. 16, 27 
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holds them in his hand, he hoid the ſeven flars in 


his right hund —tctioring: His care of them, love to 


them, concern about them, and reſpect for them; 


and what merey it is ſo, for the devit holds them 


in ſpite : In all the perſecutions that Oe 


raiſed agamft the church of Chriſt, whether of ton 


or hand, the main-force' of them was always levell " 
againſt faithful miniſters ;=why ? Becauſe: they are 


Chriſt's enſigns WhO bear the ſtandard, who are al- 
ways chiefly ſtiot at: It is miniſters: work- to preach 
G nt mes favourite corruptions, which are very 
dear to them; wicked men and devils cannot endure 
this: —80 Wiel Faul preached: againſt Diana; the 
whole city was in an uprove. Miniſters come in the 
Lord's naiut to undermine and deſtroy the kingdom 


of darktieſs; ſô the old ſerpent: ſpits venom in their 
face chat it is enough if 8 Lord ſtand oy them 


and fren then them. 
riſt to be preached 3 in the manner deſerib- 


ed, — ſes the need miniſters: have of being well 
acquainted with the cafes and conditions of their 
flock. Says Paul to the miniſters at Epheſus, Tale 
heed: to yourſelves, and to all the flock ;- is e. to the 


ſtate and condition of the floek-: This ſeeths ſpoken 
in alluſion to ſhepherds, whoſe buſineſs: it is, not 


only to tend and watch over, but attentively to ob- 


ſerve the caſes of the herd; that they may lead them 


forth to paſtures that beſt ſuit them.—The applicati- 
on here is eaſy; ifa people are ignorant, they muſt 


be inſtructed; if they are ſecure and ſupine, the 


8 ſigns; cauſes and cures thereof muſt be ſet before 
them; if they are wavering and unſtable, efforts 
muſt be exerted to have them ſettled and confirined: * 


Thus he wan winneth- ſouls i is wiſe: 
| "Gil 


| Ad xii, 5 17. | 3 | | t 


mma me Preaching of Chrift explained. 39 


5. Is Chriſt to be preached in the manner above- 
deſcribed, ſee the neceſſity miniſters of the goſpel are 
under of being well acquainted with the ibles; 
hereby like Apollos they will be mighty ſcrip- 
tures; thefe are able jo make the man of Ged perf: 2, | 
thoroughly furniſhed unto all gaad works: Alſo the ne- 
_ ceſſity is very great of their having much, ſaving ac- 
quaintance with him, and living near him, left, when 
ae preach Chriff 10 others, we qurfetves ſhould tie 
caſt-aways. It will be fad if we, by our unbelief, 
neglect that falvation which we are employed every 
ſabbatk in preſenting unto and urging upon others. 
It was a difmal affair for theſe men to periſh in the 
flood, that had an active hand in building the ark. 
1  —Thefe miniſters can beſt explain the pangs of the 
* new birth, and the nature of union to, and commu- 
nion with, Chriſt, and deſcribe converſion, progreſ- 
ſive ſanctiſication, a life of faith, the ſtruggles of the 
Seth and fpirit, and ſuch like fubjeRts, who can ſpeak 
of ehem from their own experience. ———Theſe are 
ſurely beſt ſuited to ſpcak a word in ſcaſon ta weary 
| fouls, who can comfort them in, their fpintual dif- 
treſſes, with theſe confolations wherewith they tem. 
falves have been eonforted of. Cad f. - bene 
will he be. ft to warn his hearcrs.of the devices of 
| Satan, and the deceits of a deſperately wicked heart, 
Who is an eatire ſtranger to his own, and, knaws na- 
thing of the matter, but by report. Miniſfers, who. 
are unconcerned about religion, are generally. cold 
and languid in their addreffes to the conſcience — 
There is fomething unnatural in endeayguring,} to, 
excite in other mens breaſts motions we never felt in 
our on. But when the faithful golpel-miniſter cx. 
horts others, out of the abundance of the heart chr 
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to the miniſtry here preſent, and then to this con- 
gregation. 26 Hy 018 | 
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| My 8 Fathers 1 Brethren, I 1 
N se myſelf very unfit to execute this deſign, but 
teeing I ccupy this place by your appointment, I 
hope the few following hints will not be unſeaſona- 
ble, ieh I would chuſe to take to myſelf. Let 
us beware of preaching ourſelves; i in any ſhape, ſuch _ 
as for applauſe, | our own. inventions, our paſſions or 
prejudices, or for the ſake of worldly gain ;—but let 

us imitate the apoſtles of ourLord, who preached not 
themſelves, but, Chriſt ; a crucified Chriſt is the on- 

y ordinance; of heaven for the ſalvation of ſouls :— 
Let us, by prayer, ſeek all our ſubjects, and furni- 
ture on them, from the Interpreter, one among a 


thouſand, him whoſe name is Wonderful, Counſellor. 


Let us alſo be much concerned to wreſtle with the 
Lord, not only for much of his countenance, in our 
| ſtudies and preparations, and public miniſtrations, 
but great ſucceſs in his work: Paul may plant, and 
Apollos may water, but the increaſe is of the Lord. 
—Let us beware of being puffed up when eminently 
countenanced, or over-much dejected when we are 
deſerted; for in both pride appears. — Let us guard 
againſt filling our ſermons with dry, airy, and fro- 
thy ſpeculations, but with the ſubſtantial truths and 
invaluable riches of the eee nd laſtly, Let us, 
in all our judicial meetings, and\public adminiſtra- 
tions, ſtudy faithfulneſs ;—Let us, through the grace 
that is in Chriſt for us, ſtudy to be faithful to him, 
to the ſouls committed to our charge, to the gene- 
ration we live and labour among, and to our own 
ſouls We may believe it, what our Lord and Maſ- 
ter ſays to the angel of the church in Smyrna, he ſays 
to us, Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
a crown of life. : | 
Finally, A word to you in this congregation. 
My Dear Friends and Brethren, I would exhort 
ou in the words of an apoſtle, See that ye receive not 
the grace of God in vain : Very different effects fol- 


low on a nar, pure and 2 N diſpenſation of the 
goſ- | 


goſpel, in the caſe of wan in 855 fa congrega- 
tion. Theſe that by faith embrace the great ſalva- 
tion preſented in the goſpel, as ſure as God is in hea- 
ven, ſhall come in a little to the full and immediate 
poſſeſſion of eternal life; for he that believeth ſball be 
ſaved ;—but it is equally certain as to theſe, who, by 
their unbelief, pride, hardneſs,” and impenitency of 
their hearts, reject it, the conſequence thereof will be 
eternal deſtruction ; "for he that 'believeth not ſhall be 
damned. The ſame ſtar, which is to ſome the morn- 
ing ſtar bringing light and day, is to others the even- 
ing ſtar bringing darkneſs and night; fo the ſame | 
goſpel- diſpenſation, which is to ſome the favour” of 
life, is to others the ſavour of death; the ſame goſ- 
pel-miniſter, who is a ſweet ſavour unto God of Chriſt 
in them that are ſaved, he is the ſame in the caſè of 
them that periſh. See that you bring forth fruit an- 
ſwerable to the pains that Chriſt has been at with you; 
for that end ſeek much of Chriſt's preſence with you 
in his. ordinances,” and a plentiful down-pouring of 
the Holy Ghoſt upon you therein. Bleſs God for 
your miniſter, and for what he has done to him, and 
by his means for you; give unto God the glory due 
unto his name.—Pray much for your miniſter, and 
for us, that we may be ſtrengthened” for our work, 
ſupported in it, made ſucceſsful ' and faithful to the 
end. In this exerciſe you will not miſs your own, er- 
rand. There are two objects the Lord has much on 
his heart, Zion and her prieſts, theſe are, the church 
and her miniſters, and prayers for them are eminent- 
ly acceptable to him. I ſhall conclude the whole in 
the engaging and affeQtionate language of Paul to the 
ſaints at Rome, Now, I beſecch you, brethron, for the 
Lord Jeſus Chris ſake, and for the love of the Spirit, 


that ye ſtrive together with me in your pra rers 10 Gd 


For ne. May God bleſs his word, ag to M name 
8 praiſe. | Amen. Perl | 
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